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b Minister of State for Economic Strategy and Parliamentary Affairs, Ministry for National Economy, Hungary
c President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Abstract
This video welcomes the participants to the European Future Technologies Conference and Exhibition 2011, held May 4th through
6th in Budapest, Hungary.
The European Future Technologies (FET) Conference and Exhibition aims to be the European forum for facilitating international
cross-disciplinary dialogue and discussion on visions and challenges for frontier research in future and emerging information
technologies.
While there are a large number of scientific conferences targeted at specific scientific domains, the FET Conference focusses on
bridging disparate disciplines and communities, and fostering the interplay between science, policy and society.
FET funded projects increasingly rely on fresh synergies, cross-pollination and convergence with different scientific disciplines
and with the arts and humanities. This transdisciplinary and high-risk research requires new attitudes and novel organisational
models in research and education. The multidisciplinary creative process that is at the heart of future and emerging technologies is
a constant challenge to conventional academic boundaries.
More than a traditional scientific conference, the FET Conference is thus a unique intellectual event which aims at creating
an atmosphere of excitement for the opportunities presented by FET-type research in Europe through its distinctive content and
structure.
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1. Main text
Supplementary material related to this article found, in the online version, at doi:10.1016/j.procs.2011.12.002.
Biography Neelie Kroes
From February 2010 Kroes has been a Vice President of the European Commission and is leading implementation of
the Digital Agenda for Europe - the EU’s new comprehensive action plan to harness ICTs to drive growth and address
social challenges. Kroes will be mobilising industry, national governments, other stakeholders and her colleagues to
deliver on 31 pieces of legislation and 101 targets by the end of her term in 2015. At the top of the list is the EU’s
commitment to deliver ‘broadband for all’.
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conference organizers and published by Elsevier B.V. Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.Known for her pragmatic and straight-talking approach, Kroes has a formidable delivery record. She has also won
fans as an ongoing champion of open data and open standards.
Prior to her roles in Brussels, Kroes was President of Nyenrode University from 1991-2000, and served on the
boards of a string of major companies such as Lucent Technologies, Volvo, and P&O Nedlloyd.
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Kroes hails from the liberal VVD Party in the Netherlands, and served as a national minister of transport and
elecommunications in the 1970s and 1980s. Kroes has been a Knight of the Order of the Netherlands Lion since 1981
nd a Grand Officer of the Order of Orange-Nassau since 1989.
iography Zoltán Cséfalvay
Prof. Dr. Zoltán Cséfalvay was born in 1958 in Hungary and is the current (2010-) Minister of State for Economic
trategy at the Ministry for National Economy, as well as the Professor of Economic Geography at the Andrássy Gyula
erman University, both in Budapest, Hungary
Prior to that, Dr. Cséfalvay has served as the:
Deputy Secretary of State, Department for Regional Economic Development, Ministry of Economic Affairs,
udapest, Hungary (2000-2002)
Senior Lecturer, Kodolányi János College, Székesfehérvár, Hungary (1998-2008)
Research Fellow, Institute for Urban and Regional Research of the Austrian Academy of Sciences,Vienna, Austria
1997-1999)
Research Fellow, Humboldt Fellowship, Department of Geography, University Heidelberg (1995-1997)
Managing Director, Hungarian Centre of Trend Research, Budapest, Hungary (1995-1998)
Advisor to the President, Hungarian National Bank, Budapest, Hungary (1991-1995)
Head of the Ministerial Cabinet Office, Ministry for Industry, Budapest, Hungary (1990-1991)
Research Fellow, Institute for Geography of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, Hungary (1983-1990)
iography József Pálinkás
Dr. József Pálinkás is an atomic physicist who, between 1998 and 2002, served as Secretary of State and then as
inister of Education for the Hungarian Government. He is currently the head of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
HAS) and Professor of Physics at University of Debrecen.
Dr. Pálinkás was born in 1952 in Galvacs. He graduated from József Attila University (JATE) in physics in 1977 and
tarted work at the HAS Nuclear Research Institute (ATOMKI) in Debrecen. He became Deputy Director of ATOMKI
n 1990 and was Director from 1991 to 1996.
Dr. Pálinkás’ main research interest is the experimental examination of atomic collisions. In 1981, he earned a
op-level (“summa cum laude”) university doctorate from Lajos Kossuth University of the Sciences in Debrecen.
In 1994, Dr. Pálinkás became involved in research carried out at CERN’s OPAL experiment at the Large Electron-
ositron Collider (LEP) exploring hypothetical Higgs particles. He also joined CERN Experiment NA-49 to create
Quark-Gluon-Plasma state of strongly interacting matter. His participation in this research helped establish and
pgrade particle physics experimental research at ATOMKI and as a consequence, the institute presently participates
n measurements carried out on the new Large Hadron Collider (LHC).Dr. Pálinkás is well-known in the world of science both at home and abroad. In addition to participating actively in
AS, he has also served as member of the following international scientific bodies: the International Union of Pure
nd Applied Physics (IUPAP) Commission on Atomic, Molecular and Optical Physics; the European Committee on
uture Accelerators; and the International Conference on Photonic, Electronic and Atomic Collisions
